REGILDING THE CRESCENT
At noon, on the Tuesday, there was such a
booming of guns and cracking of rifles that
nervous residents in the suburbs, as far as
Candili, jumped to the conclusion that the
Palace of Yildiz had closed its gates and was
being shelled. But Yildiz was no longer a
palace, and the guns were firing in honour of
the new Sultan, Mehmet V. The fourth Mo-
hammed ascended the throne the year before
Charles I. was beheaded, and he reigned longer
than any Sultan since his time.
Thus fell Abd-ul-Hamid, as ingloriously as he
had reigned. A special train conveyed him the
same evening to Salonika, a city in which not
even his genius for intrigue could make further
mischief. He begged piteously for the company
of his favourite son, Burhaneddin, but it was
considered more advisable to keep them apart.
To the ex-Sultan a number of women were
allotted as distraction for his solitude.
Abd-ul-Hamid was the third Sultan in
succession to be deposed. His uncle either
committed suicide or was murdered. His
brother languished for thirty years in prison, a
real or alleged lunatic. To Abd-ul-Hamid the
fates were kinder, and, in spite of sinister rumours
to the contrary, there is every likelihood of his
dying a natural death in exile.
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